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2017 HONORS RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM POSTER AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY  JON, BILL, ALEXIS, ANDREA, ANTHONY, EVA 

Congratulations to Honors Students Alexis 
Dye, Anthony Rodriguez, and Andrea 
Lizalde Sanchez for getting into this 
year’s Honors Research Symposium at 
Stanford University in May. And 

congratulations to their Faculty Mentors, 
Bill Anelli, Ginger 
Charles, and 
Everett Vieira III.  
Honors students 
from mostly 
Northern and 
Southern 
community colleges 
apply to this highly 
prestigious 
conference and this 
year was especially 
competitive with 
only 37 percent of the submissions being 
accepted.  We are still at an 100% 
acceptance rate for all MJC Honors 
students who complete our proposal 
workshops. The other colleges from the 
Central Valley that got in are Sacramento 

City, American River, and Reedley. These 
CV colleges with 
MJC represent 
about 15 percent 
of the presenters. 
Although this 
seems like a small 
share, it’s actually 
a very good 
showing. 
Because Central 

Valley Honors Programs tend to be 
younger and smaller than the ones north 
and south of us, and there are far fewer 
programs in the CV than their 
metropolitan counterparts, it is in this 
context that 15 percent represents a 
higher showing 
than in previous 
years. Honors 

students work closely with their 
faculty mentors on their 
personalized research. Ms. 
Dye’s presentation, entitled 
“Ask Not What You Can Do for 
Your Country: The Competing 

Ideals of Civic Virtue,” explored changing 
ideals of citizenship and civic virtue in the 
US. Mr. Rodriguez’s presentation, “Code 
of Silence: The Dangerous Culture of 
Secrecy in Law Enforcement,” examined 

the socio-psychological factors that 
enables code-of-silence pressures within 
law enforcement agencies. Ms. Sanchez 
presented on 
“Renegotiating 
Trade: is Energy 
Reform Mexico’s 
Wild Card?” an 
analysis of Mexican 
energy reform, 
American politics, 
and correlations to 
NAFTA. 

All in all, it was a glorious day. Jonathan 
Homrighausen, an MJC Honors Program 
graduate, was especially invited to address 
the audience. Students were supported by 
friends, family, and mentors, while they 
got to see what other honors students are 
researching up and down the state. It was 
both a beginning and end of sorts. A great 
beginning for Ms. Sanchez as she begins 
her college career here at MJC. A powerful 
ending for both Ms. Dye and Mr. 
Rodriguez as they start this semester at 
UC Berkeley. Ms. Dye spent the summer 
interned in Governor Brown’s office. Mr. 
Rodriguez continues to work with the 
Underground Scholar Initiative, an 
organization devoted to fighting mass 
incarceration through education. We have 
no doubt 
that they 
will continue 
to do great 
things! 

A Triple-A Slam-dunk for  
MJC Honors Students in 2017 
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Catching up with graduates.  
Jon Homrighausen, after 
graduating from MJC in 2012, 
earned his BA at Santa Clara 
University. Currently he is 
working towards his MA in 
Biblical Studies at the Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley. 
He is author of Illuminating 
Justice: The Ethical Imagination 
of The Saint John’s Bible 
(Liturgical Press, forthcoming). 


