
 

 

August 31, 2012 
 

What a great start to the academic year at MJC! The week was busy, but not chaotic. Lines formed, but kept moving. The 
waitlist process assisted with roster management and students were optimistic about being able to add courses despite 
the large number in attendance. I enjoyed helping students find their classrooms and assisting at the helpdesk in 
Founders Hall with faculty. I also gained a great deal of insight on our class schedule and noted some areas where we 
can improve communication to better meet the needs of students. 
 
Accreditation ─ On  Wednesday afternoon YCCD hosted a  Technical Visit of ACCJC. Dr. John Nixon and Krista Johns, J.D. 
presented the Standards and shared some of the history behind the recent increase in colleges on sanction. Of particular 
note was the emphasis on the requirement that noted deficiencies must be corrected within a two-year timeframe to 
meet the expectations set forth by the U.S. Department of Education.  The presenters also responded to questions 
posed by those in attendance. This visit was a great opportunity to increase understanding of the Standards and 
expectations of the Commission. Today’s quote is another way of stating the highest level of implementation, 
sustainable continuous quality improvement, as delineated on the ACCJC rubrics.  
 
Farewell – Dr. James Fay joined MJC as Interim Vice President of Instruction six months ago to provide stability and 
leadership during the search for a permanent VPI. Today, we thank Dr. Fay and wish him all the best as he reenters the 
world of academic writing and something more closely resembling retirement. However, the next several months will be 
filled with activity as his two teen granddaughters are on an extended stay from Poland to attend high school in Berkeley 
for a semester. Thank you for your time, energy, and creative solutions on behalf of MJC. 
 
Tidbits ─ I attended Dr. Joseph Sheley’s inaugural president’s address to CSU Stanislaus on Wednesday. Dr. Sheley has a 
great vision for CSU Stanislaus that includes continued emphasis on serving the residents of Stanislaus County and MJC 
transfer students. I look forward to working with Dr. Sheley to strengthen the connection between our institutions.  

 

 

To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often. 
                                                                                                                                     Winston Churchill 

 
 

 


