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For four decades now, the Hispanic Education Conference at Modesto Junior College (MJC) 
has been a place to learn how you can make your career and life goals a reality. During today’s 
conference, you will learn more about academic and professional programs at MJC, financial 
aid options and our admissions and welcome process.  We hope that the conference inspires 
you to pursue your higher education dreams with us.  

The world around us is changing rapidly.  Every 18 months (about 1 and a half years) what 
we learn in most areas now doubles, some jobs and sectors of the economy will change or 
cease to exist, and there will be jobs in the future we can’t even imagine yet.  Among all these 
changes, here is what we do know –on average, the more education you have the better your 
income and the less likely you are to be unemployed.  

Here at MJC, you can build skills in your areas of interest, and collaborate and effectively 
communicate with other learners as you hone critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. 
There is plenty to explore at MJC!  You are sure to find an award-winning program you are 
excited about, from Agriculture to Performing Arts, Humanities to Allied Health, Science & 
Technology to Career Technical Education, History and Communications to Language Arts.  

In addition to offering associate degrees and certificates, we are one of 15 community colleges 
in the state of California to offer a baccalaureate degree. Campus life at MJC also offers a wide 
variety of clubs, events, and activities.  Additionally, MJC participates in 21 intercollegiate 
sports, one of the highest in California.  We urge you to engage, get involved and join a club, 
participate in campus events, or better still, build a new interest with other learners and 
organize an event on campus yourself.  You will not only learn from the experiences, but also 
develop friendships that will last a lifetime. 

Welcome again to the 40th Annual Hispanic Education, enjoy! And whichever path your 
journey takes at MJC, we are always here to support you and inspire you to reach your goals! 

 Chad Redwing, Ph.D. 
Interim President / Professor of Humanities 
Modesto Junior College (MJC) 
redwingc@yosemite.edu    

BIENVENIDOS
Durante cuatro décadas, la Conferencia Anual Hispana de Educación de Modesto Junior College (MJC) ha sido un lugar para 
aprender cómo puede hacer realidad sus objetivos profesionales y anhelos de vida. Durante la conferencia de hoy, aprenderán 
más sobre los programas académicos y profesionales en MJC, las opciones de ayuda financiera y nuestro proceso de admis-
ión y bienvenida. Esperamos que la conferencia los inspire a cumplir sus sueños de educación superior con nosotros. 

El mundo que nos rodea está cambiando rápidamente. Cada 18 meses el cuerpo de conocimiento en una gran variedad de 
programas ahora se duplica, así es la velocidad de cambio.  Además, algunos trabajos y sectores de la economía cam-
biarán o dejarán de existir, y habrá trabajos en el futuro que ni siquiera podemos imaginar todavía. Entre todos estos 
cambios, esto es lo que sí sabemos: en promedio, cuanta más educación tenga, mejores serán sus ingresos y menos 
probabilidades tendrá de estar desempleado. 

Aquí en MJC, puede desarrollar habilidades en sus áreas de interés y colaborar y comunicarse de manera efectiva con 
otros estudiantes a medida que perfecciona el pensamiento crítico y sus habilidades para resolver problemas. ¡Hay mucho 
que explorar en MJC! Seguro que encontrará un programa galardonado que le entusiasme, desde agricultura hasta artes 
escénicas, humanidades, salud relacionada, ciencia y tecnología, educación técnica profesional, historia y comunica-
ciones hasta artes del lenguaje.   

Además de ofrecer títulos de asociado y certificados, somos uno de los 15 colegios comunitarios en el estado de Cali-
fornia que ofrecen un título de licenciatura. La vida del campus en MJC también ofrece una amplia variedad de clubes, 
eventos y actividades. Además, MJC participa en 21 deportes interuniversitarios, uno de los más importantes de 
California. Lo instamos a que participe, se involucre y se una a un club, participe en eventos del campus o, mejor aún, 
desarrolle un nuevo interés con otros estudiantes y organice un evento en el campus usted mismo. No solo aprenderá 
de las experiencias, sino que también desarrollará amistades que durarán toda la vida. 

¡Bienvenidos de nuevo a la 40ª Conferencia Anual Hispana de Educación, disfrútenla! ¡Y cualquiera que sea el camino 
que tome su viaje en MJC, siempre estamos aquí para apoyarlo e inspirarlo a alcanzar sus metas!

Welcome



History and Purpose 
The Hispanic Education Conference began in 1984 as a dream of several members of the Modesto Hispanic 
Leadership Council and then Dean of Counseling, Mr. Juan Alvarez. Today, the Hispanic Education Confer-
ence is the largest youth conference in the Central Valley with participants from all over Stanislaus County 
and surrounding areas.

The purpose of the Hispanic Education Conference is to enrich and empower current and future Modesto 
Junior College students to be successful in pursuing higher education. Modesto Junior College is an insti-
tution rich in history and tradition and is part of the fabric of our community. We are a Hispanic Serving 
Institution with a Hispanic student population of 54%. The Hispanic Education Conference aligns with the 
Hispanic Heritage Month. 

HISTORIA Y PROPÓSITO

En 1984, la Conferencia Hispana de Educación comenzó como un sueño de varios miembros del Consejo de 
Liderazgo Hispano de Modesto y del Decano de Consejería, el Sr. Juan Alvarez. Hoy, la Conferencia Hispana de 
Educación es la conferencia estudiantil más grande del Valle Central con participantes que provienen de todo el 
condado de Stanislaus y sus alrededores.

El propósito de la Conferencia Hispana de Educación es enriquecer y capacitar a los estudiantes, actuales y 
futuros, de Modesto Junior College para que tengan éxito en la búsqueda de una educación superior. Modesto 
Junior College es una institución rica en historia y tradición que forma parte de la infraestructura de nuestra 
comunidad. Somos una Institución de Servicio Hispano con una población estudiantil hispana del 54%. La 
Conferencia Hispana de Educación está alineada con el Mes de la Herencia Hispana.
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1982
PLYLER V. DOE

Supreme Court ruled all children—
regardless of their citizenship—
were entitled to free public edu-

cation under the Equal Protection 
clause of the 14th Amendment.

1984
1ST ANNUAL
HISPANIC EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE HELD AT 
MODESTO JUNIOR COLLEGE

1994
HEC implemented a 

mentor program.

2001
The HEC focused 
on Careers of Law 
Enforcement  with the 
1st highest ranking 
CHP Deputy Commander 
Gary Dominiguez as 
keynote.

2002
HEC welcomed keynote 

speaker and actor, Edward 
James Olmos spoke on the 

topic of  “We’re All in the Same 
Gang.” 2002 was the first year 

dishes representing other Latin 
American cultures were served.
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2005
21st Annual Hispanic 
Education Conference at 
Modesto Junior College 
themed Why Me? Why Now?, 
Porque Yo? Porque Ahora?

2010
Astronaut José M. Hernández keynote speaker. Hernández was selected 

as part of the 19th class of astronauts in 2004. In 2006, José completed 
Astronaut Candidate Training and in 2009, he was a mission specialist on 

the STS-128 mission on board the Space Shuttle, Discovery.

2017
The Legacy Award is introduced at the 33rd Annual HEC.  The purpose of 
the HEC Legacy Award is to honor individuals and organizations whose 
contributions, tireless efforts, and commitment to the conference and 
students has made a lasting impact.

2018
In 2018, the MJC HEC committee decided to 

move the HEC conference to the 2nd Saturday 
in October. This move allowed the conference 

to take place during Hispanic Heritage Month.

2019
The Champion Award is awarded to the high school with the most 
attendees at the conference. In 2019, Modesto High School took home 
the award for the second year in a row with 615 Panthers in attendance, 
almost doubling their attendance from the year before. Overall HEC 
attendance reached 959 students.  

2020
37th Annual Hispanic Education 
Conference was held on Zoom due 
to the COVID-19 global pandemic. 

2009
2009 marked 25 years of HEC 
with keynote speaker Juan 
Alvarez and performance 
artist David Garibaldi. 

2023
40TH ANNUAL
HISPANIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
HELD AT MODESTO JUNIOR COLLEGE



Agenda
40TH ANNUAL HISPANIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE 
The mission of the Hispanic Education Conference is to enrich and empower current and future 
Modesto Junior College students to be successful in pursuing higher education.

8:00 A.M.  REGISTRATION & REFRESHMENTS

8:30 A.M.   LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
   Banda Etzatlense

9:00 A.M.  INTRODUCTIONS
   Ruth Perez Gamboa, ASMJC President, Modesto Junior College
   Jonathan Madrigal, Basic Needs Student Assistant

   PERFORMANCE   
   Banda Etzatlense

9:15 A.M.     WELCOME
   HEC Master of Ceremonies
    Hinselvi Manzo, Basic Needs Student Assistant
    Gustavo Castrejon, EOP&S, Bridge Tutor and CCC Student Ambassador

   Featured Speakers
    Dr. Henry Yong, YCCD Chancellor
    Dr. Chad Redwing, Interim President, Modesto Junior College

      HISPANIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE LEGACY AWARD PRESENTATION
   Claudia Ramirez, Faculty Counselor and Coordinator, Modesto Junior College 
   Jonathan Arias, Hispanic Education Conference Chair, Modesto Junior College

9:30 A.M.   KEYNOTE SPEAKER
   Rafael Agustín , Writer & Author

10:20 A.M.  CHAMPION AWARD PRESENTATION
   Dr. Andrea Wilson, Vice President of Student Services, Modesto Junior College

   DIRECTIONS FOR WORKSHOPS

10:45 A.M.  WORKSHOPS: FOUNDERS HALL & FORUM BUILDING

   10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.   Session I Workshops
   11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  Break 
   11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Session II Workshops

12:30 P.M.  LUNCH  & ENTERTAINMENT  (Fill out the Evaluation form. It is your  lunch ticket.)
   Visit the Resource Fair on the East Campus Quad.

2:00 P.M.  CONFERENCE ENDS
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Born in Ecuador, Agustín moved to the United States at the 
age of 7, where he began his educational journey in public 
schools and community colleges. He eventually transferred to 
the University of California, Los Angeles, where he earned both 
a BA and MA from UCLA’s School of Theater, Film & Television. 
Agustín is best known for his work as a writer on the acclaimed 
series, “Jane The Virgin,” and as the author of the bestselling 
comedic memoir, “Illegally Yours.” He also has the distinct honor 
of being a past Sundance Institute Episodic Fellow. 

He served as the founding Executive Director of the Youth Cine-
ma Project and as the founding CEO of the Latino Film Institute. 
In 2018, the United Nations invited Rafael to speak at their 70th 
Anniversary Celebration of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. In 2022, the LA Times declared Rafael a “Power Player” in 
their inaugural LA Vanguardia class. Rafael is a Board Member 
of Mother Jones, the oldest nonprofit investigative newsroom 
in the United States, and of the National Film Preservation 
Board at the Library of Congress.

RAFAEL AGUSTÍN 
ORADOR PRINCIPAL DE HEC  

Nacido en Ecuador, Agustín se mudó a los Estados Unidos a la 
edad de 7 años, donde inició su trayectoria educativa en escuelas 
públicas y colegios comunitarios. Finalmente se transfirió a la Uni-
versidad de California en Los Angeles, donde obtuvo una licencia-
tura y una maestría en la Escuela de Teatro, Cine y Televisión de la 
UCLA. Agustín es mejor  conocido por su trabajo como escritor en 
la aclamada serie “Jane the Virgin”; así como autor de las memo-
rias cómicas más vendidas,“Illegally Yours”. También tiene el honor 
distintivo de haber sido Miembro Episódico  del Sundance Insti-
tute.  Se desempeñó como Director Ejecutivo Fundador del Youth 
Cinema Project y como Director Ejecutivo Fundador del Latino 
Film Institute. En el 2018, las Naciones Unidas invitaron a Rafael 
a hablar en la ceremonia  del 70  Aniversario  de la Declaración 
Universal de los Derechos Humanos. En el 2022, el  LA TIMES 
declaró a Rafael como un “Power Player” en su clase inaugural de 
LA Vanguardia.  

Rafael es miembro de la junta directiva de Mother Jones, la sala de 
investigación sin fines de lucro más antigua en los Estados Unidos, 
y de la Junta Nacional de la Preservación Cinematográfica de la 
Biblioteca del Congreso.
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PURPOSE

The purpose of the Hispanic Education Conference Legacy Award 
is to honor individuals and organizations whose contributions, 
tireless efforts, and commitment to the conference and students 
has made a lasting impact.

PAST RECIPIENTS

 Leticia Cavazos, 2018

 Claudia Ramirez, 2018

 Patterson High School, 2019

 Jorge Perez, 2019

 Richard Soto, 2020

 Marcos Garcia, 2021

 Hector Duarte, 2022

 Alida Garcia, 2022

PREMIO LEGADO

El propósito del Premio Legado de la Conferencia Hispana de Educación es 
honrar a las personas y/u organizaciones cuyas contribuciones, esfuerzos 
incansables y compromiso con nuestra comunidad, los estudiantes y la 
conferencia conferencia en sí, han tenido un impacto duradero.

DESTINATARIOS DE PREMIOS ANTERIORES

 Leticia Cavazos, 2018
 Claudia Ramirez, 2018
 Patterson High School, 2019
 Jorge Perez, 2019
 Richard Soto, 2020
 Marcos Garcia, 2021

 Hector Duarte, 2022

 Alida Garcia, 2022

Legacy Award

8 MODESTO JUNIOR COLLEGE  |  HISPANIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE 2023  |  MJC.EDU/HEC



Juan Alvarez
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LEGACY AWARD RECIPIENT, 2023LEGACY AWARD RECIPIENT, 2023
FOUNDER OF THE MJC HISPANIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE  FOUNDER OF THE MJC HISPANIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE  
  
Señor Juan Alvarez grew up in Bizbee, Arizona, where he attended K through Señor Juan Alvarez grew up in Bizbee, Arizona, where he attended K through 
12th grade. While in high school he was a triathlete, participating in football, 12th grade. While in high school he was a triathlete, participating in football, 
track and basketball. On the basketball court he was known as the “biggest track and basketball. On the basketball court he was known as the “biggest 
little man on the court.”   little man on the court.”   
    
After high school, Mr. Alvarez attended Northern Arizona University but was After high school, Mr. Alvarez attended Northern Arizona University but was 
forced to leave school and take a job to help support his family. He took a job forced to leave school and take a job to help support his family. He took a job 
in the minefields and worked tirelessly for two years until the miners went in the minefields and worked tirelessly for two years until the miners went 
on strike. He took that as an opportunity to return to school. He completed on strike. He took that as an opportunity to return to school. He completed 
his Bachelor’s of Arts in Industrial Arts and went on to complete his master’s his Bachelor’s of Arts in Industrial Arts and went on to complete his master’s 
degree in counseling from Northern Arizona University.  degree in counseling from Northern Arizona University.  

“The Juan and Only”, as he was endearingly known on our campus, began his “The Juan and Only”, as he was endearingly known on our campus, began his 
MJC career in 1975 and retired from Modesto Junior College in 2004. It was at MJC career in 1975 and retired from Modesto Junior College in 2004. It was at 
MJC that he saw a need to help empower, motivate, and encourage Hispanic MJC that he saw a need to help empower, motivate, and encourage Hispanic 
students to attend college. At the time, the Hispanic population at MJC was students to attend college. At the time, the Hispanic population at MJC was 
approximately 6% and the drop-out rate was too high to accept. It was 40 approximately 6% and the drop-out rate was too high to accept. It was 40 
years ago, in 1984, that Mr. Alvarez and a group of his colleagues founded the years ago, in 1984, that Mr. Alvarez and a group of his colleagues founded the 
MJC Hispanic Education Conference. Today the Hispanic population at MJC MJC Hispanic Education Conference. Today the Hispanic population at MJC 
has grown to approximately 55% of MJC’s population of 20,000.   has grown to approximately 55% of MJC’s population of 20,000.   

As we celebrate the 40th Annual MJC Hispanic Education Conference, we As we celebrate the 40th Annual MJC Hispanic Education Conference, we 
would like to honor Mr. Juan Alvarez for his commitment to you, our future, would like to honor Mr. Juan Alvarez for his commitment to you, our future, 
and we welcome him to Modesto Junior College  once again.  and we welcome him to Modesto Junior College  once again.  

PREMIO LEGADO, 2023 
FUNDADOR DE LA CONFERENCIA HISPANA DE EDUCACION DE MJCFUNDADOR DE LA CONFERENCIA HISPANA DE EDUCACION DE MJC 
Fundador de la Conferencia Hispana de Educacion de MJC. Fundador de la Conferencia Hispana de Educacion de MJC. 
to match the English and at the same time introduce Spanish verbiage. El Señor to match the English and at the same time introduce Spanish verbiage. El Señor 
Juan Alvarez  creció en Bizbee, Arizona, donde asistió a la escuela desde el Jardín Juan Alvarez  creció en Bizbee, Arizona, donde asistió a la escuela desde el Jardín 
de Niños hasta el Grado 12. Cuando estaba en la preparatoria fue un triatleta de Niños hasta el Grado 12. Cuando estaba en la preparatoria fue un triatleta 
participando en fútbol , atletismo y baloncesto. En la cancha de baloncesto era participando en fútbol , atletismo y baloncesto. En la cancha de baloncesto era 
conocido como “el hombrecito más grande de la duela”. conocido como “el hombrecito más grande de la duela”. 

Después de la preparatoria, el Sr. Álvarez asistió a Northern Arizona University Después de la preparatoria, el Sr. Álvarez asistió a Northern Arizona University 
pero se vio obligado a abandonar sus estudios universitarios y conseguir un pero se vio obligado a abandonar sus estudios universitarios y conseguir un 
empleo para mantener a su familia. Aceptó un empleo en los campos de minas empleo para mantener a su familia. Aceptó un empleo en los campos de minas 
y trabajó ahí incansablemente por dos años hasta que los mineros se fueron a la y trabajó ahí incansablemente por dos años hasta que los mineros se fueron a la 
huelga. Él tomó esto como una oportunidad para regresar a la escuela. Completó sus huelga. Él tomó esto como una oportunidad para regresar a la escuela. Completó sus 
estudios en la Licenciatura en Artes Industriales y terminó su maestría en Consejería estudios en la Licenciatura en Artes Industriales y terminó su maestría en Consejería 
en Northern Arizona University. en Northern Arizona University. 

“El Juan y Único”, como cariñosamente se le conocía en nuestro campus, inició su carrera “El Juan y Único”, como cariñosamente se le conocía en nuestro campus, inició su carrera 
en MJC en 1975 y se retiró de Modesto Junior College en  2004. Fue en MJC donde vio la en MJC en 1975 y se retiró de Modesto Junior College en  2004. Fue en MJC donde vio la 
necesidad  ayudar a  empoderar, motivar y alentar a estudiantes hispanos a asistir a la necesidad  ayudar a  empoderar, motivar y alentar a estudiantes hispanos a asistir a la 
universidad . En ese momento la población hispana en MJC era aproximadamente 6% y universidad . En ese momento la población hispana en MJC era aproximadamente 6% y 
la taza de deserción  era muy alto para aceptarla. Fue hace 40 años, en 1984, cuando el Sr. la taza de deserción  era muy alto para aceptarla. Fue hace 40 años, en 1984, cuando el Sr. 
Álvarez y un grupo de colegas fundaron la Conferencia  Hispana de Educación de MJC. Hoy en Álvarez y un grupo de colegas fundaron la Conferencia  Hispana de Educación de MJC. Hoy en 
día, la población hispana en MJC ha crecido un 55% aproximadamente de un total de 20,000 día, la población hispana en MJC ha crecido un 55% aproximadamente de un total de 20,000 
estudiantes. estudiantes. 

 Al celebrar la 40ª Conferencia Anual Hispana de Educación de MJC, nos gustaría  Al celebrar la 40ª Conferencia Anual Hispana de Educación de MJC, nos gustaría honrar al Sr. Juan honrar al Sr. Juan 
Álvarez por su compromiso a usted, nuestro futuro, y le damos la bienvenida a MJC una vez más.  Álvarez por su compromiso a usted, nuestro futuro, y le damos la bienvenida a MJC una vez más.  



ROOM # WORKSHOP TITLE
LAN-
GUAGE S1 S2 PRESENTER WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

FH134 La Llorona: 
Undrowning 
Our Sorrows and 
Healing through 
Cultural Practices

English X Ariana Gonzalez 
- Professor, Counsel-
ing & Ethnic Studies, 

MJC

"Explore cultural meanings of the La Llorona, learn 
strategies to process grief, explore healing through 
mini-altar creation on paper, and share coping strategies 
in community. "

FH155 Future Profits, 
Economic 
Empowerment 

English X X Dr. Ana Andrade, 
Central Valley 

Regional Director for 
Able Works

During this workshop, participants will learn about Able 
Works and will identify 4 ways to begin their journey to-
wards economic wellbeing. Able Works equips individuals 
with financial education, life skills and assets that enable 
them to live free from oppression and poverty.

FH157 Doing the Impos-
sible: A Dreamer 
and His Fight for 
Higher Education

English/
Spanish

X X Sergio Lara - Mental 
Health Specialist

The presenter will share his journey to the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley as a Dreamer. The topics will include gradu-
ate school, mental health and social work. The presenter will 
speak of grit and perseverance as a young Latino, formerly 
undocumented, first-generation college graduate.  
Recommended Audience: All high school youth and their families.

FH135 Courage, My 
Career and Life - 
Hacks to Start Life 
Early

English X X Devon Martinez - 
Digital Marketing 
Manager & Public 

Affairs

Workshop on tackling my career and adulthood earlier rath-
er than later. On top of the tangible advice, such as how to 
approach interviews, applying for jobs while in school, what 
companies look for in hiring, etc: The X factor in all of this is 
having character and courage to make decisions.

FH136 ¿Quién Somos? 
Who Are We?: A 
Tour of Latinx 
Philosophy

English X X Jorge Camarena - Di-
rector of Pre-College 

Programs, MJC

Learn about the intellectual history of Latin America. Major 
themes in philosophy and decolonial theory will be pre-
sented and students will learn how they can contribute to 
this longstanding tradition.

FH175 Different Career 
Pathways within 
K-12 and Higher 
Education

English X Miguel Pimentel 
- Coordinator and 

Professor

Miguel Pimentel will share different career pathways you can 
take in the field of education. In this workshop, we will explore 
majors/minors and certificates that can allow you to find em-
ployment in K-12 and higher education such as para educa-
tors, tutors, K-12 teachers, counselors, instructional aides, after 
school educators, student affairs professionals, etc.
Recommended Audience: All high school youth and their families.

FH175 Mi Trayectoria 
Profesional en 
Educación como 
beneficiario de 
DACA

Spanish X Miguel Pimentel 
- Coordinator and 

Professor

Miguel Pimentel compartirá sus experiencias como DACAmen-
tado profesional en educación que incluye sus roles de apoyo a 
estudiantes y familias en K-12 y la educación superior. También 
compartirá recursos informativos para apoyar a los estudiantes 
indocumentados interesados en seguir una educación sup

FH272 UFW Foundation 
Legal Services

English x Staff Attorney, 
Immigration Law

Learn about the FREE immigration legal services that the 
UFW Foundation provides.

FB110 Modesto Junior 
College Nursing 
Program

English X X Marcos Garcia & Vie 
Champa - Communi-
ty College Counsel-

ors, MJC

Learn all the facts about getting into the nursing program 
at MJC. Learn about the prerequisites and gen ed courses 
required to apply to the program. Learn how to be a 
competitive applicant. Is it for you or should you consider 
other health occupations?
Recommended Audience: High school Juniors and Seniors.

FH154 You belong in 
STEM: Science, 
Technology/Com-
puter Science, 
Engineering, Math

English X X Elana Peach-Fine - 
Director of MESA, 

MJC

Session will address barriers and highlight the significance 
of diverse representation in STEM. Through interactive STEM 
activities and discussions, participants identify challenges, 
explore solutions and learn to create an inclusive STEM com-
munity. New MJC MESA program services will be presented.

Choose Your Workshops
Select a workshop from each session (S1 & S2) that interests you.
SESSION 1 (S1) 10:45 am - 11:30 am  or  SESSION 2 (S2) 11:45 am - 12:30 pm
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ROOM # WORKSHOP TITLE
LAN-
GUAGE S1 S2 PRESENTER WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

FH172 Explore Your Love 
of Music at MJC

English X X Travis Silvers - Pro-
fessor of Music, MJC

Do you LOVE music?  Are you curious to know how you can 
get involved in music at MJC?  We will be sharing the ways 
you can perform in ensembles, learn a new instrument in a 
group setting, connect with other musicians, and even ex-
plore the educational pathways that can lead to a fulfilling 
career in music.

FH174 Students WIN! 
How to RISE UP at 
MJC

English X X MJC RISE UP Center 
Staff

We will share RISE UP Center resources so students will have 
a clear vision of what it takes to be successful at MJC. We 
will have RUC students share their experiences and expec-
tations. Share resources and the various staff around the 
campus that are willing to assist in their academic success.

FH176 Show Me the Money! 
Making College 
Affordable

English X X MJC Financial Aid 
Staff

Discover what financial aid is and the opportunities stu-
dents have available to pay for their college education.

FH178 Medical Careers 
and Scholarship 
Tips 

English X X Yamilet Valladolid 
- MPH, Director of 
Government and 

Community Affairs

Dive into 5 medical careers, what they look like and what 
the education requirements are. Learn about local scholar-
ships and tips on how to get funding for your education. 
Recommended Audience: Students interested in the medical field.

FH214 Ay yai yai! Our 
Experience as 
First-Generation 
Latina College 
Students

English X X Marilu Isiordia, 
Psychology Profes-

sor, MJC & Gloria 
Garibay, High School 

Counselor

Attending college as a first-generation student has its chal-
lenges! Presenters will discuss their experiences as first-gen-
eration Latinas from the Central Valley, CA, on how they navi-
gated the obstacles of enrolling into college and completing 
coursework, as well as share strategies and resources.

FH252 Uniendo Culturas: 
LGBTQ+ Accep-
tance in Latin 
Cultures

English X X Katalina Zambrano - 
Advocacy Excecutive 

Director

This presentation will highlight the need for LGBTQ+ youth 
acceptance by family members in order to build resiliency 
against bullying and harassment at school. 
Recommended Audience: LGBTQ+ families and allies

FH216 Connecting with 
Freedom Fighters, 
Ancestors & Plants! 

English X Melanie Berru - 
Professor of 

Sociology, MJC

Join us in this interactive platica where we will highlight 
some of our Raza freedom fighter heroes and ancestors 
while making herbal (plant) bundles to take home! Come 
learn what high school does not teach you!

FH251 Building Tomor-
row Together: 
The Role of Latinx 
Youth in Community 
Change

English X X Nancy Martinez - 
Co-Founder, Debrief 

Solutions

Uncover how your unique perspectives and voices as young 
people can create impactful change in your community. 
Join us to learn about effective community engagement, 
hear inspiring success stories, and embrace your role in 
shaping a better world. Your voice matters – let's amplify it 
together!

FH152 Transferring from a 
Community  College 
to a 4-year university 
and taking classes 
with a Latinx lens?

English X X Daniel Fernandez, 
College Counselor, 
San Joaquin Delta

Learn about transfer opportunities and how to start your 
bachelor's degree at the community college. Connect with 
the Puente Project and learn about the tools Puente has to 
support your educational journey!

FH253 Growing the 
NEXTGEN

English X X Juan Alvarez - USDA 
HSI National Pro-

gram Liaison

Provide students with an overview of the many internship 
and scholarship opportunities that exist at the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and help eliminate the 
negative stigma that is often associated with agriculture.

FH255 Aceptación y 
Respeto Familiar a 
las Orientaciones 
e Identidades 
LGBTQ+

Spanish X X Monica Rodas - Family 
Coordinator & Alberto 
Hernandez, Member, 

Somos Familia

En este conversatorio las familias vamos a reconocer los 
beneficios del apoyo y respeto  familiar para el bienestar de 
nuestres seres queridos LGBTQ+. Conversaremos sobre las 
consecuencias de no apoyar y brindaremos sugerencias de 
cómo pueden ayudar a fortalecer a la juventud LGBTQ+. 
Recommended Audience: All students and parents

FH257 UC Merced: Transfer 
Admissions 
Presentation

English X Marceny Martinez - 
Admissions Transfer 
Advisor, UC Merced

This presentation will provide information about student 
life, majors and minors, research, and more at UC Merced.
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ROOM # WORKSHOP TITLE
LAN-
GUAGE S1 S2 PRESENTER WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION

FH274 Cuida Tu Mente!: 
Navigating Social 
Media for Mental 
Wellness

English X Kristina Farias and 
Juan Telles - Mental 
Health Case Man-

agers

In this workshop we will be discussing the influence of 
social media platforms and mental health. How does social 
media make an impact on your mental health? In what 
ways may it help or not help? Come share space and have 
an open discussion with us regarding the topics!

FH212 Our History! 
Why Save it?

English X X Richard Soto - 
Retired High School 

Counselor

Mr. Soto will address the question of why we should save our 
history for historical purposes.  Ethnic Studies now includes us.  
Mr. Soto will share examples of things we should save and why.

FH235 Know Money, No 
Problem 

English X X Eric Barajas - 
Associate Professor 
of Business, San Joa-
quin Delta College

Learn an interactive approach to managing your money! 
Students will discover how to build credit, be exposed to real in-
vestment options, the impact of compound interest, and more!

FH233 Bring Out Your 
Inner Leader

English X X John Torres - 
Director of Com-

munity Leadership 
Development

This workshop focuses on beginning your journey into the 
leadership fabric of your community. Learn about the steps 
needed to become an agent of change in your commu-
nities and how the Hispanic Youth Leadership Clubs and 
Latino Leadership Initiative can be a part of that journey..

FH231 I am a Lawyer, 
Ask Me (Almost) 
Anything 

English X X Javier Guerrero Jr. - 
ESQ, Attorney

An open discussion on how to become a lawyer and the 
subsequent practice of law. 

FH277 Tech Street 
Royalty: Barrio 
CEO Queens 

English X X Karlha Arias, Daisy 
Mayorga, Roxanne 

Finks, Lourdes 
Ovando  

Discover the trailblazing journey of four fierce local Chin-
gona women in our community. Shattering barriers by 
found a groundbreaking tech startup, Yüda. El Barrio (the 
hood) bred these hustlers whose passion and purpose is to 
empower equity in the tech revolucíon!   
Recommended Audience: High school and college students

FH275 MJC Dual 
Enrollment

English X Marissa Cahn - 
Program Specialist, 

Outreach & 
Community 

Partnerships, MJC

What the Dual Enrollment Program is and how helpful it is 
to students.

FH278 Planning Your 
Next Move

English X Elida Miranda-Zara-
goza - Student 

Success Specialist, 
MJC

As a first-generation college student, navigating college while 
preparing for a career can be challenging. The choices you 
make correlate to developing your college and career path. 
Learn communication skills, get tips on making connections 
and advice to align your actions to make your plan happen. 
Recommended Audience: High school and college students

FB101 Supporting Your 
Student: Parent 
Q&A Session

English/
Spanish

X X Yuliana Jimenez & 
TRIO Pre-College 

Staff, MJC

Parents will have the opportunity to get a glance at navigating 
MJC and higher education. Discuss how you can plan ahead 
and help your students through their transition to college.
Recommended Audience: Parents

FH276 The Sociology of 
Ye: Challenges 
to Educational 
Attainment from 
Social Culture

English X Tracey Potts, Com-
munity College 
Counselor, MJC

This session examines the Hip Hop philosophy of Kayne 
West and the conflict between social culture and the 
educational system. Kanye’s rap lyrics will be used as the 
narrative to understand the socialization of lifestyles and 
culture. Students will reflect on the cost that materialism 
and status (social media) can have on their academic 
education.  Tracey Potts has been Counselor at Modest 
Junior College for the past nine years. He has been a fan 
of Hip Hop for the past 40 years. 
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Committee Members
Jonathan Arias, Chair 
Alyssa Nelson, Vice Chair 

Kristina Bethel  
Leticia Blanco 
Carmen De La Cruz 
Vianji De La Cruz 
Jeanette Fontana 
Ariana Gonzalez  

SPECIAL THANKS
Dr. Chad Redwing
MJC Interim President

Dr. Andrea Wilson
MJC Vice President of Student Services

Dr. Sarah Schrader
MJC Vice President of College & Administrative Services

Muchas Gracias!
The Modesto Junior College Hispanic Education Conference Committee would like to 
thank the following staff, committee members, sponsors and donors for their generous 
support to today’s event.

Mr. Jose Rocha
Dean of Special Program

Mrs. Angelica Guzman
Dean of Enrollment Services

MJC DEPARTMENTS
ASMJC
MJC Basic Needs
MJC Campus Life 
MJC Campus Safety  
MJC College Facilities  

MJC Duplicating 
MJC EOP&S Bridge Program 
MJC Food Services
MJC Marketing & Public Relations 

MJC Media Services
MJC Outreach & Community Partnerships
MJC Performing and Media Arts Center 
YCCD Facilities Operations

Javier Hernandez 
Marvin Jacobo 
Samantha McCarty
Claudia Ramirez 
John Torres
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Campus Map
Welcome to Modesto Junior College East Campus. 
Use this map to navigate your day at the Hispanic Education Conference. 

PERFORMING 
& MEDIA ARTS 
CENTER (PAC)
      •  Welcome Session

EVENT CHECK-IN
      •  In front of the stairs of       
         the Performing & Media 
         Arts Center

S. CAMPUS WAY
      •  Bus Drop Off/Pick Up 
          & Unloading Zone

E. CAMPUS QUAD
      •  Resource Fair
      •   Lunch Pick-Up

FORUM
BUILDING
      •  Session I & II Workshops
          (see schedule for locations)

FOUNDERS HALL
      •  Session I & II Workshops
         (see schedule for locations)

LIBRARY & 
LEARNING CENTER
      •  Comunidad Centennial     
          Mural: A Visual Time Capsule
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INFORMATION 
TABLE    
  •  In front of the Student Center
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The UFW Foundation’s Community

Colleges Project offers a unique

opportunity for students, staff, and

faculty at California Community

Colleges to access personalized

immigration legal services from highly

qualified attorneys and accredited

representatives inmultiple languages,

including English, Spanish, Mixteco,

Mandarin, and more.

Adjustments of Status

Naturalization Applications

Immigration Eligibility Consultations

Family-based Immigration Applications

DACA Renewals & First-time Applications

Various Visas: T, U, & Special Immigrant Juvenile

Bac�ground Chec�s and FIA

Requests/Reviews

...andmore!

FREE IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICES

FR A

 STUDENTS, STAFF, & FACU
T�

In collaboration with

The Program Services

Scan this code to

schedule a virtual 

appointment

or visit .

Office Hours

1st & 3rd Friday of every

month from 9 AM to 5 PM

2nd & 4th Thursday of every

month from 9 AM to 5 PM

ufwfoundation.org/colleges @ufwf @ufwf @ufwfoundation

findyourally.com



The 40th Annual
Hispanic Education Conference

October 14, 2023
MJC East Campus

Performing Arts Center

www.mjc.edu/hec

Save the Date ! 
41st ANNUAL

HISPANIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024 


