
 
August 25, 2017 
  
It has been a busy, engaging, and inspiring Institute Week! Thank you to our Professional 
Development Coordinating Committee for planning and organization many great sessions. It is a 
joy to gather on Institute Day and today was a true celebration of excellence at MJC. 
 
Purdy Award 2017 Each fall Modesto Junior College recognizes two outstanding employees with 
Purdy Award. This year’s recipients join the previous awardees who are nominated by their peers 
as outstanding individuals committed to excellence in education and student success. Professor 
of English, Shelley Circle and Dean of Arts, Humanities, and Communication, Michael Sundquist 
demonstrate their unwavering commitment to serving students each day. Congratulations on 
your well-deserved recognition as Purdy Award recipients! 
 
Enrollment As today comes to a close, our enrollment is just 25 above this point last fall. This is 
not where we want to be; in fact, our class schedule is larger with the intent that our 
enrollment would be as well. There are still open sections and that provides opportunity. Our 
division deans are continuing to refine the schedule to best meet student needs and I look 
forward to welcoming students on Monday morning!  
 
20 under 40 Stanislaus County Fair marketing and communication director and adjunct instructor 
in communication studies, Dr. Adrenna Alkhas, was recognized as one of Modesto’s 20 Under 40. 
You can read her story in the Modesto Bee. 
 
It’s a boy! Welcome to Liam Robert Ross McKenzie the young son of proud parents Professor 
Ross and Kellie McKenzie. Born on June 22, he was 8 lbs., 10oz., and 21 inches long. It only took 
one photo to prove he is adorable! Congratulations on this addition to your family. 
 
Dancing with the Stars YCCD Trustee Abe Rojas is set to shine as a contestant in Dancing with 
the Turlock Stars. The community fundraiser highlight is a live dance competition performance.  
 
Enjoy the weekend! 
 
 

A great pleasure in life is doing 
what people say you cannot do. 

http://www.modbee.com/living/article169144992.html
http://www.dancingwiththeturlockstars.com/abe-joann
http://www.dancingwiththeturlockstars.com/abe-joann


Walter Bagehot 
 

 
Warm regards, 
  
Jill Stearns, Ph.D. 
President 
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