
 
May 12, 2016 
  
We have had a strong start to our summer term this week. Our enrollment is at 1,927 FTES and the new sections that have 
been added to meet student demand are filling quickly. Students have expressed their appreciation for the one week 
break between the end of spring and start of summer and we saw a significant increase in enrollment between graduation 
and the start of the term. 
  
Stanislaus Poem – This is a first, as I have never repeated previous highlights, but I’m making an exception. At Modesto 
Downtown Rotary on Tuesday afternoon, the video poem by Professor of English, Sam Pierstorff, was presented. The 
packed, and generally noisy, room was silent as the group was entranced by the words and video that tell the story of 
Stanislaus County. The room erupted in applause of appreciation of how beautifully our home is portrayed. If you still 
haven’t seen it, you can experience it here.   
 
MCS Hero - Congratulations to Dr. J Penn who was honored by Superintendent Pam Able and the Board of Education as a 
Franklin Elementary School MCS Hero. Dr. Penn joined the MJC team as faculty in the sociology department in August and 
has made a positive impact across campus and across our community. Dr. Penn encourages his students to engage in 
service learning, including volunteering in local schools. J’s commitment to services is deeply appreciated by local teachers 
who noted that he even covers playground duty at lunch!  
 
Champion of Change – Yesterday, MJC had our very own representative at the White House! Debbi Partridge, multimedia 
technician and CSEA Chapter 420 president, was one of twelve school support professionals honored as a 2016 White 
House Champion of Change. You can read more in the Bee or view the ceremony here. Congratulations Debbi on your 
state and national recognitions of service! 
 
Commencement – YCCD Trustee Linda Flores extended her pleasure and thanks for the outstanding employee attendance 
at graduation. It was a packed house! The stands were full of   guests on both sides of the field, we had 575 graduates 
cross the stage, and a wonderful celebration of accomplishment. Everything was beautifully orchestrated from the line up 
to the reception. Thank you to all who played a part in making MJC’s 94th commencement a resounding success. 

 
 

Start by doing what’s necessary; 
then do what’s possible; and  

suddenly you are doing the impossible. 
Francis of Assisi 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=_9igJ0i4jYc&app=desktop
http://www.modbee.com/news/local/education/article77014457.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/live/white-house-champions-change-school-support

