
 
September 29, 2017 
  
The last two days have been filled with scheduling activity for our accreditation visit. The team 
arrives in Modesto Sunday, and begins their three and a half day series of meetings bright and 
early on Monday. Select members from the Columbia College external evaluation team will join 
a segment of the MJC team for a half day visit at Central Services. The teams have requested 
additional pieces of evidence in support of each Standard and I appreciate the very quick 
response across all departments and divisions in providing the documentation.  Over the course 
of five Coffee & Conversation open forums in preparation for the visit, I shared that MJC has 
been assigned a large team. This is in part due to the two members assigned to review our 
Respiratory Care Bachelor of Science Program. The expanded team size has increased the 
number of meeting and evidence requests, but our amazing employees are doing a fantastic job 
of responding to the changing list of requests very quickly! As the visit progresses, new meeting 
requests will continue to come forward and other meetings may be cancelled. The task of the 
visiting team is to verify our Institutional Self Evaluation Report through interviews and review 
of evidence. They have a big job and our responsive approach is one way that we are assisting 
them to complete their work.  
 
The visit includes two Open Forums which are opportunities for the campus and community to 
share comments with the visiting team. The visit concludes with an Exit Interview in which the 
team chair, Dr. Lori Adrian, will provide a formal statement including commendations and draft 
recommendations. The Exit Interview is open to the public and has been rescheduled to begin 
at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 5, 2017. You can find details regarding the public sessions on 
the Accreditation 2017 website. The website now includes the external evaluation visit roster 
with photos and brief bios of the team members. I hope you’ll take just a few minutes to see 
who’s coming to visit – the bios are a great way to meet our colleagues before they arrive on 
campus. 
 
MJC Dairy Judging Win The Modesto Junior College Dairy Judging Team won 1st High Team 
Overall at The BIG E - Eastern States Exposition Dairy Cattle Judging Contest, September 16 in 
Springfield, MA, and 3rd High Team on Monday September 19 at the Pennsylvania All-American 
Dairy Show in Harrisburg, PA. September 16 turned out to be one of those extra special days 
where everything the MJC team touched turned to gold! Competing at the Big E, they measured 
up against some of the best dairy teams in the country and beat out a field of four-year 
institutions that included Virginia Tech, Oklahoma State, Cornell, Ohio State, Penn State and 

http://www.mjc.edu/general/accreditation/self_evaluation_page.php
http://www.mjc.edu/general/accreditation/site_team_with_bios.pdf


University of Southern New York. Congratulations to coach Bill Hobby and the MJC dairy judging 
team! 
 
MJC Speech and Debate Team Win Directed by The Modesto Junior College Speech and 
Debate team started the competitive season by winning the First Place Sweepstakes Award at 
the Golden Gate Opener held September 22-24, 2017 at San Francisco State University. During 
the three day event, more than 270 competitors from 18 colleges and universities competed in 
a gauntlet of both speech and debate events, and when the dust settled on Sunday, the MJC 
team had collectively earned 174 sweepstakes points to be crowned champion and took home 
the top team award. Congratulations to head coach, Ryan Guy, and assistant coach, Taure 
Shimp, to this great start to the season! 
 
 

The artist is nothing without the gift, 
but the gift is nothing without work. 

Emile Zola 
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