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Celebration of  the 

Humanities Winners



ART  



"Trapped" 
By Beverly Zeller

3D Design

First place



“Modernism" 
By Bonnie Arbuckle

3D Design

Second place



“Begin" 
By Emily Orth

3D Design

Third place



“Succulentism" 
By Bonnie Arbuckle

3D Design

Honorable Mention



“Untitled" 
By Jelbert Karamisangar

3D Design

Honorable Mention



“Poet’s Desk" 
By Ariana Isabella Lopez

Drawing

First Place



“Bare-bones" 
By Ariana Isabella Lopez

Drawing

Second Place



“Untitled" 
By Jelbert Karamisangar

Drawing

Third Place



“Last 
Goodbye" 

By Diane Rose

Drawing

Honorable Mention



“Rabbit’s 
Hole" 

By Gabriel Luukkonen

Drawing

Honorable Mention



“October" 
Self  Portrait

By Ocean Goldman

Graphics

First Place



“Electric Jungle" 
By Cheyenne Mason

Graphics

Second Place



“Back in the 
Atmosphere" 

By Kimberly Horne

Graphics

Third Place



“Untitled" 
By Jelbert Karamisangar

Mixed Media

First Place



“Untitled" 
By Emily Orth

Mixed Media

Second Place



“Xoloitzcuintle" 
By Faith Hernandez

Mixed Media

Third Place



“Cihuateto" 
By Celina Bridges

Mixed Media

Honorable Mention



“Untitled" 
By Jelbert Karamisangar

Mixed Media

Honorable Mention



“Untitled" 
By Jelbert Karamisangar

Painting

First Place



“Unbeaten" 
By Caleb Dowdell

Painting

Second Place



“Japanese Tea 
Garden" 
By Crystal Camarillo

Painting

Third Place



“Thoughts" 
By Gabriel 
Luukkonen

Painting

Honorable Mention



PHOTOGRAPHY 



“Motion in the Hills" 
By Bibiana Garcia

Black and White Photography

First Place



“The Pheasant 
in the Room" 

By Emily Orth

Black and White 

Photography

Second Place



“Lost in the Inbetween, 
Or so it seems" 

By Andi Palmer

Black and White Photography

Third Place



“Melt" 
By Nicole Casanova

Black and White Photography

Honorable Mention



“Blanced" 
By Christina LaFountain

Color Photography

First Place



“Taurus" 
By Krystle Lisek

Color Photography

Second Place



“Reflect" 
By Claire Niemann 

Color 

Photography

Third Place



HUMANITIES ESSAY



The Importance and 
Impact of Humanistic 

Works

By Sehaj Pannu

Humanities Essay
First Place 

Humanistic works, especially creative works such as fine arts,

literature, dance, music, and films, have the power to influence and

change society in terms of people’s opinions and perceptions. This is

done by appealing, occupying and fascinating the human mind. Most

of the creative artworks in history still inspire society today by

instilling values as well as translating various experiences across space

and time (Bailey & Michelle 4). Creative works also are forms of

communication and reflection of significant social or political issues in

society as they hold powerful meanings; therefore, they display the

ability to motivate and change one’s life. Art goes beyond aesthetic as

well as the techniques used thereby influencing and turning the

environment into something that is not only unique, but exceptional

as well. In this paper, I will examine and reflect on two creative works

that have significantly inspired me to be a social justice activist and

offered insights into contemporary concerns.

With respect to social justice, different artists have engaged their

imagination to instill change in society. In most instances, films and

paintings have been closely associated with social change, as they are

used as creative tools for creating awareness, informing and affecting.

Artists, especially painters and filmmakers have become great believers

in society in challenging significant issues today (Johnston 321).



They capitalize on the power of socially grounded works to reach people in their daily environments, and to confront

them with social injustices that are otherwise ignored easily. In my case, one of the greatest inspirations towards social injustice

activism is Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy’s creative work “A Girl in the River: The Price of Forgiveness’, a 2015 documentary film about

honor killings in Pakistan. This documentary tells the story of a teenage girl who was shot by her father and thrown into a river as a

punishment for having eloped with her lover. However, the girl survived. This documentary has prompted critical and drastic social

changes within the Pakistani lawmaking process, particularly respect to honor killings. The most interesting thing about this art is its

ability to educate and build empathy, which leads to a change. The interaction with the world, politics and the business has changed

the perception of global leadership, such as the contexts in which creativity thrives freedom of expression (Qazalbash, Muhammad

& Irshad 525). Obaid-Chinoy’s documentary on honor crimes is brought to the attention of the public and international to help

invalidate the privilege and the inhuman treatments of marginalized groups in society. Women are often the biggest victims of social

oppression not just in Pakistan, but also in the rest of the world as well. This art however, changed the story as it influenced the

parliament to pass new strict legislation that harshly punishes the criminals of such acts. It also demonstrates that the stories told on

films have the power to move lawmaking in a country and break through the centuries of repression as well as legal impasse. The

changes to Pakistan’s penal code are specifically intended to ensure that justice is served not only the perpetrators of the killing, but

also to those committing and promoting any antisocial actions in the society. To put it differently, the film does not relate to the

incident in Pakistan, but about some related issue around the globe. It gives voice and strength to the voiceless, and powerless

people in different regions worldwide, for example, and they feel motivated to pursue change and justice and battle for their human

rights.

Another inspiring creative work is the sculpture “Stand Tall, Stand Loud,” created by Aaron Bell. In this art (Sculpture),

the artist discusses the history of today’s racial discrimination to the ancient roots of black oppression and racial stereotypes. The

sculpture has a noose-like head which is separated from the muscular body. The base of the sculpture says, "Our lives begin to end

the day we become silent about the things that matter," one of the famous quotes by Martin Luther King Jr (McCullough 10). This

motivates society to embrace peace, love, and unity regardless of one’s skin color.



It fights against the unnecessary social injustices against blacks by whites. Racism is a big challenge in the current society and

despite significant fights against it; there are places that it is still in existence. Hence, the victims of social injustices must be aware that such

inhumane actions are extremely punishable. A society should not be divided because of skin color or ethnic origin. In my opinion, there is a

need for a positive change in behavior. In this regard, Aaron Bell’s motive was to inspire and simplify a change in behavior and not just a

reference to the African Americans’ oppressive experiences. Bell’s art is an inspiration to the victims of social injustices across different

sectors, and the society can be peaceful if only people can change their behaviors, particularly discouraging from belittling others based on

their color, ethnicities, gender, sexual orientations, and socio-economic status. Many people have gone through or borne witnesses to the

profundity as well as the depth of hatred in America based on different levels. Therefore, Aaron’s sculpture is more of an intended voice

for every American and even to the world beyond to stand firm and criticize unnecessary hate in the society.

In conclusion, creative works or humanistic works such as films, fine arts, literature or even performances greatly shape the

society by communicating the negative impacts of brutal actions against humanity. The two creative works examined in this paper illustrate

two significant social injustices (honor killings and racial discrimination/oppression) affecting society. In addition, both works are meant to

influence human behavior and perception to attain a society in which people from different cultural divides, gender, race, ethnicity, sex, and

age are bonded by common goals and interests directed towards positive change instead divisions disfigured with unnecessary stereotypes

and antisocial acts. Therefore, through the stories that are told or communicated, the world becomes aware of the negative consequences

of these acts and then stands for positive changes. Finally, just like artists, everybody including the politicians, business class, advocates and

activists have the responsibility to instill change by supporting the work of arts.
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Humanities as a Tool 
to Grow

By Salomon Guerrero 

Humanities Essay
Second Place 

The humanities have always explored human beings as a 

collective, the expressions of  the human mind, and the progressions of  

humankind as a whole. As a result, humanistic works are able to dive deep 

into the inner mechanisms and ideas of  the human mind. Humanistic works 

are able reflect human tendencies, subtle feelings and preconceptions, and 

ultimately what the artist or observer might think or feel. Humanistic works 

are thus able to comment on and reflect upon the paradigms of  a certain 

time. Overall, they entice the viewer into seeing the world from a different 

perspective and challenge them to face what they thought they already 

knew.  

In the field of  humanities, many works reflect or focus on global issues as 

well as on specific events which can reflect issues on a more global scale. 

These issues thus make the viewer think of  humanity as a whole and how 

these challenges affect not only him or her but everyone as one. However, I 

think most importantly, a good humanistic work has to simply make the 

beholder challenge his or her own mind in a way that makes the observer 

more human as a result. For example, Aaron Johnson’s Demon Pig is a 

model work of  art that does just that. By utilizing masterful techniques of  

expressionism, composition, and color application and contrast, Johnson 

creates a beautifully disgusting representation of  the struggles and problems 

surrounding police brutality and black Americans in a way that shoves the 

reality of  the situation into the face of  the observer.  



Shown on the following page, Johnson 

describes Demon Pig as “a portrait of  a monster pig 

cop trapped in the psychological prison of  his own 

fear. His flesh is riddled with prison tattoos, tail to 

snout, that outline the disturbing dark side of  the 

American Dream.” The tattoos depict darker and yet 

still very significant events and ideas in American 

history like the genocide of  the Native Americans, 

militaristic tanks to represent imperialism, force, and 

war, Jesus Christ on the cross, chains to represent 

bondage and slavery, racist depictions of  Africans 

chained together, a deformed American flag, a demonic 

Uncle Sam, KKK hoods, multiple monster pig cops 

choking a man whose shirt reads “I CAN’T 

BREATH”, and more. The monster pig cop is also 

shooting aimlessly at hallucinations of  black humanoid 

blobs around him in such a way that he is actually only 

shooting and hurting himself  leaving the pig cop as a 

bloody, bullet-ridden mess. 



At first glance, this inspiring work of  art is almost horrible to look at. Depicting a literal monster pig cop, 

the art thrusts blood, rats, murder, deformity, racism, and so many more negative emotions into the face of  the 

onlooker. At further inspection, the viewer only notices more grotesque and horrendous details. However, all of  

these details are still a culmination of  America. All of  these details still represent American culture as ugly as aspects 

of  it may be. All of  these details still represent some ideas held by some Americans today. Furthermore, this work 

of  art was created in 2015, 150 years after the abolition of  slavery showing that many of  these problems, while 

prevalent in the past, are still very much an issue today. In fact, this work of  art is meant to draw attention to the fact 

that we still face countless problems stemming from racism today. Black kids are still shot and killed by police 

officers, black men and women are still enslaved through false imprisonment and prison work, and black Americans 

still do not know what freedom truly is.  

A slightly more contemporary example of  a humanistic work of  art along the same vein that also 

challenges what the viewer might think or know is Donald Glover’s music video: This is America. In this video, 

Glover begins with a happier tone utilizing traditional African music. Then, with a change in music to more modern 

hip hop and a gunshot murdering the traditional African musician, the video takes a dark and steep turn into the 

struggles of  black Americans living within America riddled with imagery and depictions representing things like 

black on black violence, police brutality, lynching, mass murder, and the overall entrapment of  blacks within 

America. This is America shows riots, and segregation, and gun violence. This is America shows what it’s like to see 

America through the eyes of  a black American. 



Obviously, one cannot come to fathom or understand the truly deep and ingrained struggles black Americans are 

forced to face every day after watching one video. However, this video still gives a glimpse into challenges like unfair 

discrimination especially from police, the almost inseparable connection between violence and black culture, and the 

overall abuse of  black culture as a source of  entertainment. One scene shows a large group of  police officers with their 

batons raised charging at a group of  innocent black people, multiple scenes show Glover murdering other black people, 

and almost every scene actually focuses on Glover dancing. Instead of  being able to focus on the examples of  murder, 

brutality, and abuse of  black people in the background throughout the video, the viewer is instead enticed to focus solely 

on Glover’s erratic dancing. This conveys the idea that people care more about and tend to focus more on the things they 

find entertaining or amusing instead of  the underlying real issues. For example, people tend to glorify what rap is today 

into a combination of  getting money and having sex instead of  what it was when it first started: a medium to speak about 

your truths and your struggles. Another great example is how people cared more about when Colin Kaepernick kneeled 

during the playing of  the National Anthem instead of  why he was actually kneeling.  

While both of  these humanistic works directly correspond to issues in America, the values they teach can be 

applied on a global setting. Racism does not solely exist in America. Police brutality does not solely exist in America. The 

unfair treatment of  the minority by the majority does not solely exist in America. Violence, murder, theft, death, fear, and 

war all exist on a global scale. However so do harmony, redemption, love, and compassion. And so, I can only hope that 

people will witness humanistic works like these in a way that allows them to grow. That by witnessing human violation, we 

might never violate another human again. That by seeing the darker side, we might strive to seek the lighter side. That by 

seeing the absolutely horrendous atrocities previously committed, we as humanity just might try to do better. 



A Window in a Hole

By Kimberly Horne 

Humanities Essay
Third Place 

Abstract art. A term frequently heard in the art 

world. A genre that pushes limits. An art form that raises 

many questions and debates in those who view it. This form 

of  art often tends to be looked down upon. There have 

been countless times someone has walked into a gallery, 

finding those vibrant squares or random scribbles to be 

inferior to the portrait down the hall. An individual may 

question their friend on why they see potential in a mass of  

nonsense. “Why does it matter if  it is turned on its side?” 

“What is the point of  this work?” “Why is it so important?” 

These questions often come to the surface of  the 

bewildered onlooker. However, it is understandable. We 

want answers. That is how we make sense of  this almost 

nonsensical world. Oftentimes, these artists sometimes do 

not provide answers or meaning behind their works. It is up 

to us to interpret and figure out what it all means. 

Abstraction has become more evident in the recent decades, 

being found all throughout media. Abstract art also has a 

relation to how we think, by both the artist and the viewer. 



A most notable example of  abstract art would be a painting made by Jackson Pollock. This piece is entitled 
Convergence. A canvas filled with paint, leaving no empty space behind. A chaotic sight consisting of  bright red, blue, 
and yellow, accompanied by streaks of  black and white. To the typical viewer, this piece of  art seems to have no 
meaning whatsoever. It is a pure mess. However, taking a longer, deeper look into it would prove otherwise. A 
painting made during the Cold War with the threat of  communism onto the United States, Pollock represented 
freedom by applying random paint splatters. As war is chaotic, so are the paints on Pollock’s canvas. The title provides 
meaning in all the abstraction. The colorful lines are coming together to create unity. Lines that normally would have 
been lost on their own, being different colors and thicknesses. Pollock’s painting shows how meaning can be made in 
disorder. Pollock created this piece to show freedom—to be able to represent oneself  freely by depicting how one 
would choose to. But because we are constantly worrying about others’ opinions on our actions, the idea of  being 
able to think independently seems to be an abstraction. 

Abstract art and thinking come together in another work. Nude Descending a Staircase is a painting by Marcel 
Duchamp that, at first glance, does not live up to its title. Many would say that there is no figure or deny that it is 
even classified as art. While everyone is entitled to their own opinion, it is important to see what is beyond the paint. 
What seems to be a large streak of  peach and black moving horizontally across the canvas, lies a figure. Or more 
precisely, figures. Duchamp’s piece depicts motion, as if  you were to take numerous photos of  a person walking and 
then merge them together. He was studying how the human body moves. Duchamp was also attempting to paint 
something no one else had painted. It is understandable for an onlooker to dislike this painting. But giving it a second 
look, to see beyond that expectation, would provide a different meaning. When we are told something specific, such 
as by an advertisement or headline, we expect that exact subject. Just as Duchamp’s painting depicts more than one 
figure, we can take a minute to see more than one opportunity. 



Yet another infamous work of  abstraction would be Starry Night by Vincent van Gogh. A piece that many seem to 
lean towards and appreciate. One may ask why this is. Starry Night holds many nonrepresentational elements. Take for 
example the bright, yellow stars. The sky taking on the form of  ocean waves. Simple brushstrokes are used to form 
mountains and houses. These characteristics are virtually nonexistent in the real world. For us, the stars are tiny white 
dots in a black sky. Our reality does not seem as mystifying as van Gogh depicts it. This painting, while abstract, is 
favorable among many people. Perhaps it is the recognizable shapes and representations in the painting. We can easily 
interpret the moon, stars, houses, and tree. It provides to us a clearer answer. It may not be realistic, but we can easily 
identify it. This allows an interesting look into how we think. Maybe as things are made a little more lucid, we become 
more inclined to remain and examine what is ahead of  us. 

Taking abstract art and comparing it to the way we think may seem abstract itself. However, the thoughts that conjure 
in an observer’s head exposes this idea. Many of  us tend to be closedminded in our everyday lives. Other times we are 
open, depending on the situation. Our narrow views are evident when it comes to the unknown or the mundane. We 
want to shut it out, deny it, or give up. If  it does not make sense the first time, it probably never will. When we are 
met with a sense of  certainty, we become more responsive and accepting. Abstract art helps us understand that it is 
okay to not gain an immediate answer. Not having all the answers adds to the mystery of  life. Unfortunately, many of  
us tend to shy away. We do not want to stay put to figure it all out. We are afraid to wait. But what will we reflect on 
in the future? Will we be happy that we were so unwilling to see what the future had in store for us? Having patience 
by trying to find our own answers can bring us to sudden realizations. 



As time moves forward, we are gradually beginning to understand the idea of  abstraction. We are at the point where 
new ideas are constantly being thought of. Some of  today’s creations and inventions may have seemed unreasonable a 
few generations before. No one would have ever thought the entire world’s population would be carrying a portable 
computer in their pocket. Electric cars were near impossible. Most personal assistants now take the form of  a robot. 
Currently, we are planning a trip to Mars. All of  these were abstract ideas at some point. Now they have become a 
reality, because we see the potential in them. Just like we see the potential in abstract art. What initially seems to make 
little sense gradually ends up making more sense. The pieces start connecting as answers are taken from each part. 
Then, it is no longer abstraction. It is reality. 
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